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I am pleased to welcome everyone back for the 2013-2014 school 
year. I hope that you had a wonderful summer and join me in 
looking forward to a great school year ahead. I know that the 
Board of Education, administration, faculty and staff are energized 
with many new and positive initiatives to teach our students with 
purpose, passion and kindness!

As always, our mission is to provide our students with a  
comprehensive, well-balanced educational experience focusing  
on academics, extracurricular activities and social/emotional  
development. The Goals and High-Priority Objectives set forth 
by the Board of Education for the 2013-2014 school year (in this 
issue) fully support this mission.

To help us achieve our goals, the September 3 Superintendent’s 
Conference Day for staff set the stage for bringing the digital 
world into the 21st century classroom. It featured an outstanding 
program on taking the Deep, Deep Dive Inside Digital through 
Discovery Education – a valuable resource that enables students  
to have multiple and varied exposures to technology that will  
increase learning and comprehension. The 4th grade iPad  
initiative launched by the District this year is another exciting  
step into the changing American classroom.

As part of our commitment to enhanced technology, we are 
pleased to announce that the District has launched a newly 
designed and updated website. This resource is a key avenue 
of communication and outreach with our school community. 
(Please bear with us as the website is “under construction.”) We 
also encourage you to utilize the Parent Portal, register for email 
blasts and join our Facebook Page to stay informed about District 
information, news and events.

We will continue our focus this year on implementing the 
Common Core Learning Standards. Much has been written this 
past summer about the decline that almost all New York State 

schools showed in student 
assessment scores in 
math and English. 
I strongly believe 
there is little correlation 
between this year’s state-
wide assessment results and 
our students’ preparation for 
college and careers. My belief is 
supported by the high percent-
age of Hauppauge graduates 
attending some of the country’s 
most prestigious colleges and 
universities as well as 
those who are suc-
ceeding in rewarding 
and demanding careers.

Over-assessment and 
teaching to the test are issues 
that conflict many educators. 
Teaching of content, concepts, 
skills and the assessment of 
them are necessary compo-
nents of our educational  
system, but equally  
important are educators 
who inspire students 
to embrace the 
values of a strong 
moral character, 
citizenship, respect, 
empathy and trust.

Looking forward to a  
wonderful school year,
Patricia Sullivan-Kriss

Welcome Back to School...
See Inside for More on Welcome Back to the 2013-2014 School Year!

A Message from Our Superintendent of Schools



THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR KICKS OFF

Meet the Teachers …
This year, the District hired one interim principal, one new director 
and five new teachers. We are pleased to welcome these new educators 
to our District.

The group attended a New Teacher Orientation program on  
August 27 and 28, where they were warmly greeted by Board of  
Education President Eileen Mass, Superintendent of Schools Patricia  
Sullivan-Kriss, Assistant Superintendents Michele M. Rothfeld, Glen 
Eschbach and James Stucchio as well as other Hauppauge School  
District colleagues. In addition, the new staff members received  
instruction in District-wide programs, procedures, goals, resources  
and more. Please join us in extending a kind welcome to the following 
new educators:

From new students entering their first day of kindergarten to high 
school seniors embarking upon their final year in our hallowed halls, 
the new school year brings with it a sense of wonder. September 9, 
2013 was no exception as students were welcomed back to school by 
the administration, faculty and staff for the 2013-2014 academic year.

According to Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss, the first 
day of school kicked off without a hitch, and all students are happy 
to see their classmates and are settling in wonderfully with their new 
teachers, classes and academic endeavors.

(L): Seniors Sunrise Breakfast. (C): Bretton Woods 
Kindergarten Class. (R): Pines Computer Lab.

Matt Giordano
Interim Principal, 
Forest Brook*

Janet Velasquez
Director of Fine 
and Performing Arts

*The Hauppauge School District received a waiver from the 
New York State Education Department to allow Matt Giordano 
to work within the District following his 2011 retirement. Dustin Bartley 

High School Music 
Andrew Schoepe
Middle School Special Education
Carolina Bryce-Mora 
High School & Bretton Woods FLES
Meghan Giunta 
High School Math Sub

Angela Spera
Bretton Woods & Forest Brook Music
Danielle Hastings
High School Physics
Meredith DeFelice 
High School Math Sub



THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR KICKS OFF
Discovery Education
While students were enjoying the waning days 
of summer vacation, Hauppauge School District 
teachers were learning about new and creative 
ways to bring the digital world into their  
classrooms at the September 3 Superintendent’s 
Conference Day.

Keynote Speaker Hall Davidson presented an 
overview of Discovery Education – a valuable, 
digital teaching curriculum. Designed to move 
classroom practice more deeply into digital  
resources, Discovery Education provides  
major benefits for incorporating the tremendous 
resources available on the Web to help meet the 
different needs of learners.

Following Hall’s address, the staff participated 
in three intensive Discovery Education break-
out sessions divided by grade level – elementary, 
middle and high school. As one of the “most 
transformative times in teaching and learning,” 
Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss 
encouraged the teaching staff to embrace digital 
education as a valuable teaching tool to engage 
students in the learning process.

Board of Education Inspections
Each year, as school doors shutter for summer recess, the Hauppauge School 
District kicks off important capital construction projects. Summer 2013 was 
no exception as the District completed necessary technology infrastructure 
projects as well as reconstructed the Home & Careers and Consumer Science 
classrooms.

Also, prior to the start of the school year, the Board of Education Members and 
administrative staff visited all of the school buildings and grounds and certified 
that they were ready for students and staff to begin the new school year.

(L to r): Superintendent of Schools Patricia 
Sullivan-Kriss, Hall Davidson and Jeff Flynn 
from Discovery Education, and Assistant 
Superintendent Glen Eschbach.

(L to r): Superintendent of Schools Patricia Sullivan-Kriss, Principal Claudine  
DiMuzio, New York State Senator John Flanagan, Assistant Commissioner of 
School Operations for NYSED Charles Szuberla, New York State Regent Roger 
Tilles and New York State Commissioner of Education John King at Pines  
Elementary School.
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Hauppauge School District 
2013-2014 Goals and  
High-Priority Objectives

Each year, the Board of Education, with input from administrators, 
sets goals and high-priority objectives for the academic year. The  
following were approved by the Board of Education.

1. Provide Our Students with a Comprehensive, Global Education 
that Prepares Them for Post-Secondary Opportunities

 Develop opportunities that foster international mindedness and 
civic competencies in students.

 Develop career opportunities, including vocational and career/ 
technical education, that prepare students to navigate the complex 
life and work environments of the 21st century workforce.

 Create opportunities at the secondary level that develop student 
understanding of financial, business and entrepreneurial literacy.

 Implement a systematic, differentiated and research-based writing 
program imbedded in Common Core units of study.

2. Enhance the School-Community Connection in Order to Better 
Support the Students of the District

 Implement a comprehensive public relations program utilizing 
print, social media and District technology to inform our  
community of school and New York State educational initiatives.

 Create a task force to support the implementation of Social/ 
Emotional Literacy Standards (SEL).

3. Provide Fiscal Oversight and Facility Maintenance through 
Comprehensive Planning

 Develop a five-year plan for maintenance and improvement of  
District facilities.

 Create a budget, utilizing long-term financial planning, that  
maximizes opportunities for students and adheres to New York  
State fiscal requirements.

 Advance Board of Education advocacy efforts with state, local  
and federal legislators.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
October 8 Board of Education Meeting
October 13 Verdi Concert
October 14 Columbus Day, Schools Closed
October 15 Kicks for Cancer
October 15-17    Newsday Marching Band Festival at Hofstra
October 15-18    Bretton Woods & High School Spirit Week
October 18 High School Colorfest/Spirit Night
October 22 Board of Education Meeting
October 26 High School Safe Halloween
October 30 Tri-M Music Honor Society Induction  
   and Recital

October 31 Bretton Woods, Forest Brook and 
   Pines Halloween Parades
November 1-2 High School Drama Production of  
   The Good Doctor by Neil Simon

YOU’RE INVITED: HOMECOMING 
OCTOBER 19, 2013
3:30 p.m.    Parade
4:15 p.m.    Community BBQ and Fall Festival
5:00 p.m.    Varsity Football vs. Comsewogue
      Laser Show Immediately following  
      the Game


